consumer register 


Register results 


A supplement to Consumer 


Vol. 5, No. 22, Nov. 15, 1975 


The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have all been previously summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER. The extent of consumer comment is reported when such information is available. 

e Effective Oct. 28, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System (The Fed) amended a section of the Truth- 
in-Lending regulations to require a statement of closing costs in real estate transactions. The Fed received 110 comments 
on the proposal. (Although the amendments have been adopted, The Fed has recommended to Congress that this section be 
repealed. The Senate voted for such repeal last month; it is now before the House of Representatives.) Details—Federal 
Register: Oct. 30, page 50507; Sept. 22, page 43516. CONSUMER REGISTER: Oct. 15. 

© On Oct. 29, Federal Home Loan Bank Board (FHLBB) withdrew its proposed rules that would have allowed 
Federally chartered savings & loan (S&L) associations to offer variable interest rate mortgages on one-to-4 family homes. 
However, the S&Ls are permitted to increase the interest rate on installment loans for multi-family & commercial prop- 
erty. Details—Federal Register: Nov. 5, page 51514; Feb. 14, page 6870. CONSUMER REGISTER: April 15. 


OTC report 


A draft report of Food & Drug Administration’s (FDA) 
Advisory Panel on Over-the-Counter Internal Analgesic & An- 
tirheumatic Preparations is available to consumers for comment 
prior to its publication in the Federal Register. Write or call the 
panel’s consumer liaison, Kathryn Van Flue, at the following ad- 
dress: Consumer Protection Board, 99 Washington Ave., Al- 
bany, NY 12210; telephone: 518-474-1274. 


Children’s sleepwear 


Nov. 21 is deadline for comments on Consumer Product 
Safety Commission’s (CPSC) proposal to amend the flammabil- 
ity standard for children’s sleepwear, sizes 7 through 14. 


Although the production of noncomplying children’s sleep- 
wear in this category has been prohibited since May 1, 1975 
[CONSUMER REGISTER: June 1, 1974 & April 15, 1975], sale of 
flammable sleepwear that was made before May 1 is allowed. 
Regulations require that noncomplying sleepwear be segregated 
from complying flame-resistant sleepwear in stores & that dis- 
play signs identify both groups. 


Proposed amendment will protect consumers from buying 
noncomplying flammable sleepwear through the mail or under 
other circumstances where there is no chance to examine the 
products before buying. Proposal will require all advertisements 
for such goods to carry a clear & conspicuous disclosure state- 
ment: “Flammable. Does Not Meet Standard for the Flammabil- 
ity of Children’s Sleepwear (FF 5-74). Should not be worn near 
sources of fire.” 


In addition, if items that do comply with the standard are 
advertised in catalogs containing advertisements for noncomply- 
ing items—on or after May 1, 1975, through May 1, 1978, when 
all such noncomplying stocks should be exhausted—those items 
should be identified as follows: “Flame resistant. U.S. Standard 
FF 5-74.” 

Details—Federal Register: Oct. 22, 49536. Send comments to 
Secretary, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, 
D.C. 20207. 


Note: Policy statements on retail display requirements, unit 
identification & recordkeeping requirements were also pub- 
lished by CPSC. 


The pill 


Nov. 24 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug Adminis- 
tration’s (FDA) revised draft of its physician labeling for oral 
contraceptive drug products (“the pill”). Since current labeling 
for these oral contraceptive products was last revised in late 
1969, FDA wants to revise it again to include “significant new 


information.” Draft revision is being sent to professional, scien- 
tific, trade & consumer organizations by comment. Interested 
consumers can also obtain the draft by writing to the Hearing 
Clerk. 


FDA plans to revise patient labeling for “the pill,” but not 
until comments are received for physician labeling. 


Details—Federa/ Registe r: Oct. 24, page 49813. Send comments 
to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers 
Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. Refer to Docket No. 75N-0304. 


Mobile homes 


Nov. 28 is deadline for ideas on what kinds of consumer in- 
formation would be helpful to Housing & Urban Development 
Dept. (HUD) in preparing guidelines for buyers of mobile 
homes. (HUD needs these suggestions before final mobile home 
regulations are proposed; final regulations are scheduled to go 
into effect by June 15, 1976.) 


One type of information needed is data for a consumer's 
manual to be given to mobile home buyers by manufacturers. 
HUD says consumer information is presently being supplied by 
most manufacturers in the form of sales brochures, but these 
manuals vary in the amount of detail given. For example, some 
manuals instruct owners on tiedowns (securing mobile homes), 
others do not. (HUD would like to see samples of brochures that 
consumers may have picked up in visiting mobile home sales 
lots.) 

HUD also wants information on performance & other tech- 
nical data related to performance & safety. HUD is authorized to 
require that this information be provided to each prospective 
buyer of a mobile home at the location where the unit is offered 
for sale or provided by mail on request. 


Details—Federal Register: page 48141. CONSUMER REGISTER: 
July 15. Send comments and materials to Rules Docket Clerk, 
Housing & Urban Development Dept., Washington, DC 20410. 


Jobs for veterans 


Dec. 8 is deadline for comments on Labor Dept.’s proposed 
regulations to explain how employers with Federal contracts 
must take affirmative action to hire & promote disabled veterans 
& Vietnam era veterans. 

Regulations are designed to implement a section of the 
Vietnam Era Veteran’s Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, 
which clarifies a 1972 law requiring “special emphasis” in 
employing these veterans. Law applies to 

e Veterans with a disability compensation of 30% or more or 
who were discharged for service-connected disabilities. 

© Non-disabled Vietnam era veterans who were not dishon- 





aaa 


orably discharged (within 4 years from their employment appli- 
cation). 

Proposed regulations, which cover any employer with a con- 
tract of $50,000 or more & 50 or more employees, would require 
a written affirmative action program. Affirmative action is simi- 
lar to Labor Dept.’s regulations on employment of the handi- 
capped [CONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 1, 1974]. 


Although goals & timetables are not required, contractors 
must use methods such as outreach, review of covered veterans’ 
employment records, reasonable accommodations to the physical 
& mental limitations of disabled veterans, proper consideration 
of qualifications & written physical standards. 


Contractors must list job openings with local state employ- 
ment offices, keep records of listed jobs & give veterans priority 
for referral to openings listed by contractors. Provisions are 
made for complaint handling. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 22, page 49351. Send comments 
to Assistant Secretary of Labor for Employment Standards, 
Labor Dept., Washington, DC 20210. 


Vinyl chloride (continued) 


Dec. 12 is new deadline for comments on Food & Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposal to ban the use of some vinyl 
chloride packaging materials that come in contact with food. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct 29, page 50277; Sept. 3, page 
40529. CONSUMER REGISTER: Oct. 1. Send comments to Hearing 
Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, 
Rockville, MD 20582. 


Blank checks 


Effective Jan. 1, 1976, Federal Reserve System (FRS) will 
require companies that operate credit card systems (such as 
Master Charge & Bank Americard) to tell consumers how much 
interest & other charges they will have to pay for using blank 
checks (or similar “instant credit” devices) they receive in addi- 
tion to the credit card. This requirement is an amendment to 
FRS’s Truth in Lending Regulation Z. 


Credit card companies make these “blank checks” available 
to their customers. They resemble regular checks but have a 
special identifying number (usually the same as on the credit 
card) to insyre that the charging customer is properly billed. 
These checks can be used to pay for almost anything—in some 
cases they are even used to obtain cash—but they are usually 


written to stores that do not “honor” credit cards. At the end of 
the billing period, the customer’s “blank check” charges are in- 
cluded with other items he may have charged during the month. 


FRS, believing the distribution of blank checks by credit 
card companies is becoming more common, has issued specific 
disclosure instructions to protect consumers. The disclosure 
statement on interest rates for blank checks does not have to be 


—" on each blank check nor when additional checks are is- 
sued. 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 19, page 43199. 


Drained weight 


Feb. 5, 1976, is deadline for comments on Food & Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposal to require the listing of drained 
weight (amount of solid food in a can) on labels of canned fruits & 
vegetables. Net weight, which is presently listed, includes wa- 
ter, syrup or other packing liquid. 


Almost 2 years ago, Consumers Union, in its petition, asked 
FDA to require such labeling because it said “drained weight 
labeling is essential to avoid confusion of consumers & to enable 
value comparison at the consumer level” [CONSUMER REGISTER: 
Jan 15, 1974]. 


FDA received almost 2,000 comments on the petition. Most 
responses came from individual consumers who favored drained 
weight declarations. Twenty-seven commenters opposed the pro- 
posal, including 5 trade associations, 8 fruit & vegetable proc- 
essors, one state government, one food distributor, 5 foreign 
governments & 6 individual consumers. 


Under the proposal, FDA would require both drained 
weight & net weight labeling if the packing liquid is intended to 
be eaten—such as syrup with canned peaches. When the packing 
liquid is usually drained away & discarded—as in green olives— 
only drained weight would be indicated. (Olives & a few other 
foods are traditionally labeled with drained weight.) 


FDA is also proposing to set minimum amounts of solid food 
that must be contained in most canned fruits & vegetables. 


Although an economic impact statement has been filed, FDA 
still wants data or comments on whether the economic benefits 
to consumers will outweigh any increases in product costs if 
drained weight declaration becomes mandatory. 


Details—Federal Register:Nov. 7, page 52172; Dec. 5, 1973, 
page 33512. CONSUMER REGISTER:Jan 15, 1974. Send comments 
to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers 
Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items 
deemed of particular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or 
authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. Federal Register is 
published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal Register, National 
Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or $50 a year & may be 
ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. Superintendent also 
sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies of Federal Register may be available in libraries. 





For you 


These forms are for you to 
use, if you wish, in commenting 
on any Federal Agency pro- 
posal summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Of course, if you 
cannot get your comments on 
the front & back of a form, feel 
free to continue your comments 
on additional paper. 


Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 
by (name of agency) 
published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 

CONSUMER NEWS is publish- 
ing these forms in cooperation 
with Food & Drug Adminis- 
tration (FDA). 


Name 
Street 
City 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
— 


Rate Register Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


Phones 


Reminder—Federal Communica- 
tions Commission (FCC) last winter 
approved increased telephone rates 
for out-of-state calls [RATE REGISTER: 
March 15]. Beginning March 9, rates 
for a standard 3-minute call increased 
by about 7.2%. At the same time, 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
(AT&T) restructured its long distance 
rates to permit consumers to talk for 
one minute at a special discounted rate 
rather than for the 3-minute minimum, 
as was the case before March 9. 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) 


As a result, it is possible for con- 
sumers to pay less for a call than be- 
fore the new rate structure went into 
effect (as long as he talks for one or 
two minutes. If he talks for 3 minutes 
or longer, he pays more than he did be- 
fore March 9.) For example, dial direct 
calls (without any help from the 
operator) between Washington & Los 
Angeles between 8 a.m. & 5 p.m. Mon- Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
day through Friday cost 56¢ for the CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
first minute—the full rate. From 5 
p.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday through Fri- 
day, one minute costs 36¢, 35% less by (name of agency) 
— eer ae eae py published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
60% less than the full rate. If the 
operator has to help in getting a call 
through, the full rates for the first 3 
minutes apply at all times. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


Calls within a state are not cov- 
ered in the one-minute rate structure, 
although AT&T reports there is a 
trend toward making intrastate calls 
comparable to interstate calls. Con- 
sumers may wish to check their local 
telephone companies for rates on short Name 
duration calls & other rates. 
Street 


(Continued next page) 





Rate Register 


(continued) 


Planes 


e Effective today, Civil Aeronau- 
tics Board (CAB) approved a 3% in- 
crease for all domestic air fares within 
the contiguous 48 states [RATE 
REGISTER:Nov. 1]. CAB had been de- 
nying the airlines’ requests for higher 
increases. Summaries of these plans 
have appeared in previous issues of 
RATE REGISTER. 

e Effective Dec. 1, International 
Air Transport Association (IATA) has 
agreed to increase fares 3% on routes 
connecting Europe, the Middle East & 
Africa with Asia. IATA says the in- 
crease is necessary because of higher 
jet fuel costs. 

e Effective Jan. 1, 1976, Interna- 
tional Air Transport Association 
(IATA) has agreed to increase fares by 
3% on South Atlantic routes that con- 
nect most of South America with 
Europe, the Middle East & Africa. 
This agreement includes a provision 
for a surcharge for fares on the super- 
sonic Concorde at 20% above normal 
first class fares. No decision has been 
reached on North Atlantic fares. 


Mail 


e House of Representatives (HR) 
has voted to reduce the “temporary” 
first class postage rate increase that 
Postal Service (PS) plans to put into 
effect December 28. Postal Service’s 
rate is 13¢ for the first ounce (28 
grams); HR voted to set the rate at 12¢ 
for the first ounce. If the Senate sup- 
ports HR vote, the increase will be 12¢ 
an ounce. 
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